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REMARKS 

Claims 13-16 are pmding. Claims 1-12 previously cancelled. Claims 15*16 have 
been allowed. 

No new subject matter has been added to the plication. 

Claims 13-14 were rejected under 35 U-S-C. §102(b) in view of Stem. This rgection is 
respectfblly travmed as follows* 

Jn Older to sustain a §102 rejection of indepetident claim 13, each and eveiy feature of 
the claim must be taught by the reference. Cuirently amended claim 13 distbiguishes fiom 
Stem as argued below. 

(1) Pendmg claun 13 recites a method that includes the step (a) of applying ink 'S^ah a 
mneontact in/get printing head". For support see Figure 1 and page 20, Ifaaes 32 et seq. 
The Inkjet head ^plies ink to the substrate bv spraying the ink. No direct contact occurs 
betwera the substrate and the ink ^plicators (e.g. ^ mk jet nozzles). In contr^ to 
claim 13» Stem m Figure 1 and col. 5> Imes 49-52 discloses the application of ink to a 
substrate via an jpldng roller 22. whereby ink is transferred to the substrate 14 wbenflie 
substrate passes between roUm 22 and 24. 

(2) Claim 13 redtes ^plying mk to the substrate in step (a) along a first substantially 
straight portiorL Applicants agree tihat Stem discloses Ae application of ink ffota inking 
roller 22 as the w^ is fed from a substantially straigfit first portion as il lustrated hi Stem 
Figure 1. 
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(3) . Claim B recites in step (b) that (after ink application) the substrate is transported 
along ^ first comex curve while actively drying the substrate. In Stem, ih& first active 
drying occurs along the second convex curve of roller 26. The first conv^c curve along 
the transport path m Stem occurs when the web 12 changes direction around roller 24 
and no active diymg is shown (see Figure 1). 

(4) Claim 13 recites transporting the substrate in step (c) along a second substantially 
straig^ portion. This occurs afier the first active drying step along ibe first convex 
curve of st^ (b). In Stem the second siAstantially sirai^ portion is positioned 
between roller 24 and roller 26 prior to the first instance of actively drying the substrate 
along the second convex curve of roller 26 (Figure 1). In other words, the second 
strai^t portion of Stem does not occur after the first active drying along the first curve 
section as recited in pending claim 13. 

hidependetit claim 13, and claim 14 dependent 1faereon» contains features as argued 
above that are not disclosed or described in Stem* Applicants thus aver that claims 13-14 are 
allowable over Stem. 

In determining a prima ficie case f^x obviousc^s under 35 U.S.C. §103, it is necessary 
to show that the combination of prior art teachings is proper, and that those teachings are 
sufficient to surest makmg the claimed modifications to one of ordinary skill in the art 
Applicants avo* tiiat there is no suggestion or motivatitm in Stem diose skilled in the ait to 
combine Stem wilb other references in an attempt to yield the preset hivention. 
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The prior ait made of record and not relied upon has been reviewed but is not considered 
material to the patexrtability of the invention. 

Attached is a Revocation of Power of AttomQr with New Power of Attorney and 
Change of Connespondence Address. 

No fees are believed to be due widi this response* However^ if an enor has been made 
in the fee calculations^ please diarge any excess fees due and credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 13-3377 under this genoal authorizadon. 

It should be noted that the above arguments are directed towards certain patentable 
distinctions between the claims and the prior art cited. However, the patentable distinctions 
between the pending claims and the prior art cited are not nec^sarily limited to those 
discussed above. 
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In view of the jforegoing remarks and ameiidmeixt$, it is respectfully submitted that each 
rejection of the OfiBce Action has been addressed and overcome so that this application is now 
in condition for allowance. The Examiner is respectfiilly requested to reconsider the 
plication, withdraw the rejections and/or objections, and pass the application to issue. Should 
questions arise during examination^ the Examiner is welccxne to contact the applicant's attorney 
as listed below. 

Respectfully submittedp 




Agfe Corporation 
Law & Patent Department 
200 Ballardvale Street 
Wilmmgton, MA. 01887-1069 

Tel: 978-284-5604 

RAS/^pc 



Robert A. Sabourin 
Reg, No. 35,344 
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